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Artist’s Statement 

Headshots is 25 works about the portrait, patriarchy and surface. 

The subjects are male figures, with one notable exception, and they are mostly politicians. 

The paintings are made with oil paint; thick, mashed and scraped from the palette. The surface is rich but 
corrupted. 

Likenesses are not obvious or necessarily sought but the references are real people, with some stock images 
used as character types, often businessmen. The suit, the white collar and tie are the uniform of respectability. 

Not all those portrayed are worthy of acclaim. Painting them is a kind of provocation. White collar crime is still 
treated with ambivalence. Media moguls are not held accountable for their product. Political corruption has 
become a cliché. 

These are the leaders who have been in charge during a pandemic, extreme weather events, global political 
instability and the aftermath of the Trump years. Our systems of government have been challenged. Old ideas 
are being questioned. The patriarchy has been found wanting. 

Though the portraits are abstracted, we search for a likeness; the need to find meaning in an image is hard 
wired into our DNA. The amygdala seeks to translate the image into recognisable features. The result can be 
visceral, not just an intellectual response. 

Other themes in the work include success and failure, aging, masculinity, #metoo, hubris, and mental illness. 
There are a few self-portraits. Oh, and the Queen, who ironically is the matron saint of the patriarchy. 

- Ben Guthleben
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‘Head 3’ oil on board 20x20cm framed $650 ‘Duke (after Goya)’ oil on linen 15x20.5cm 
 framed $620 
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‘Head 2’ oil on board 20x20cm framed $650 ‘BG2’ oil on canvas 25.5x20.5cm framed $690 
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‘BG1’ oil on canvas 23x30.5cm framed $690 ‘Christian’ oil on linen 18x24cm framed $650  
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‘Yellow Man’ oil on board 28x35.5cm framed $790 ‘Pink Man’ oil on board 30x30cm framed $750  
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‘Her Maj’ oil on linen 30x40cm framed $820 
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‘Head 1’ oil on board 30x30cm framed $750 ‘Man in a Green Hoodie (after Gericault)’ oil on  
  linen 18x24cm framed $650  
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‘Old Man’ oil on linen 24x18cm framed $650 ‘Red Man’ oil on linen 30x24cm framed $720 
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‘Harvey’ oil on board 30.5x23cm framed $720 ‘Ian’ oil on board 25.5x20.5cm framed $690 
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‘Alain’ oil on board 20x20cm framed $650 ‘Mitch’ oil on linen 24x18cm framed $650 
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‘Peter’ oil on linen 24x18cm framed $650 ‘Mark’ oil on linen 24x18cm framed $650 
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‘Lindsey’ oil on linen 24x18cm framed $650 ‘Rupert’ oil on linen 24x18cm framed $650 
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‘Vlad’ oil on linen 24x18cm framed $650 ‘Daryl’ oil on linen 24x18cm framed $650 
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‘Moses’ oil on linen 24x18cm framed $650 ‘Scott’ oil on linen 24x18cm framed $650 
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